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mier said, the Government have to find
out his address.

Mr. ALLEN: We uare imagining diffi-
culties which are not likely to arise. No
one who has a property of value will go
out of the State leaving himself uanre-
presented, or unproteeted by an agent.
To forward a notice to the address on a
certificate of title would frequently lead
to the notice never reaching the owner.
Land might be sold on terms, and the
purchaser would not be registered until
the purchase was completed. Thus the
notice would go to the original owner,
who would simply put il in the waste-
paper basket as of no interest to him,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Effect of amendments:

Mr. CARPENTER: This clanse makes
parts of this Bill retrospective. There is
always a ecertain amount of risk in in-
serting such a clause, but T suppose the
Premier has some reason for acking us
to pass it. 1t may be that he desires to
validate something that has been done
sinee the original Act was passed.

The PREMIER: We have put down a
ring wain around Perth from which the
local authorities and the Government will
take a supply of eurrent in bulk, and in
doing that we bad in some cases to pass
through unoccupied premises. In other
directions work has been performed
where the owner has been absent from
the State and we have not been able to
give notice. That is why we had to make
the clause retrospective; it was to legalise
these actions.

Clause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I move—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 4:—8Section 7of the principal

Aet is amended by adding to Subsection

2 thereof a paragraph as follows —If

an agreement {s not arrived at between

the Commissioner and the local aunthor-
ity upon any of the following matters;
namely, the placing of electric lines
over, under, or through any lend, or
the route to be traversed by any elec-

[COUNCIL.]

tric line through or across any thor-
oughfare or other public place, or the
plans of buildings to be constructed
within the district of such local author-
tty, any such matter in difference shall
be referred by the Commissioner to the
BMinister as sole arbitrator and the de-
cision of such Minister shall be binding
on the parties and final”

New eclanse—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—BREAD ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,
The PREMIER: 1 move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
to Tuesday, 24th August.

Question passed.
House adjourned at 8.6 p.m,

Tegislative Council,
Tuesday, 24th August, 1915,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Boya
Quarry; trading account, profit and loss
account and balance sheet of, as at 30th
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June, 1915, together with Auditor Gen-
eral's report. 2, Perth City Markets:
audit of accounts, to 30tb June, 1914,
and 30th June, 1915. 3, Land Clearing:
audit of aceounts. 4, Abattoirs Act,
1909, Regulations. 5, Albany Cold
Stores, audit of acconnts, 6, Government
Refrigerating Works, audit of accounts.
7, North Fremantle Ssleyards, audit of
acecounts, 8, Plant Diseases Act, 1014,
Regulations, 9, Mines Regmlation Act,
1906, prevention of dust in mines; repeal

of General Rule 19 and amendment
thereto and  substitution of new
rule in lieu thereof. 10, Industrial

Arbitration Aet, 1912, Section 25, return
showing the number of members in each
industrial union registered under the Act
as on 31st December, 1914. 11, North
Fremantle Abattoirs: andit of accounts.
12, Audit Aect, 1904, (a) Amendment of
Regulation 36 and approval of Form 11a.
(b) Amendment of Regulation 44.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEF,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.

To adjourn from place to place,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.33]: T move—
That in addition to the powers al-
ready conferred by the House, the
Joint Select Committee to inguire into
the control of horse-racing be given
power to adjourn from place to place.
It is the desire of the committee to travel
in order to obtain evidence, and I under-
stand the expenses ineurred by this will
be muech lighter than if the witnesses were
summoned to Perth.
Question passed.

QUESTION — STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS.

Commission of Inguiry.

Hon, J. F, CULLEN (without notice)
asked the Colonial Secretary: Will he in-
form the House whether the Government
have vet appointed a judge of the Su-
preme Court to inguire into the manage-
ment of the State Implement Works, and
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if not, what progress has been made to-
wards such appoiniment,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 am advised that a judge of the
Supreme Court, Mr, Justice Northmore,
will be appointed at to-morrow’s Execu-
tive Council meeting,

QUESTION — ARTESIAN BORING
OPERATIONS, MOORA.

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN (for Hon. C. F.
Baxter)asked the Colenial Secretary: 1,
What is the depth and eost of the artesian
bore at Moora? 2, Were the indications
favourable to the striking of a supply
of water when operations ceased? 3, Is
it a faet that the plant was obsolete ane
had to be serapped? 4, Why were boring
operations discontinued? 5, What is the
intention of the Government as regards
a water supply for Moora?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied; 1, Depth, 2,230 feet. Cost £3,677.
2, Bore was still in shale but there were
no indieations. 3, No. 4, The bore was
put down partly for exploratory pur-
poses for the distriet, and it was consid-
ered that proof had been obtained that
water did not exist at depths whieh eould
he practically exploited by private enter-
prise. It was also considered that the
chances of obtaining potable water suit-
able for a town supply at greater depth
than 2,230 feet were not sufficiently good
to warrant further expenditure in this
direction, 5, It is proposed to continne
investigations with the object of obtain-
ing 2 suitable supply from either surface
or shallow subterranean sourees.

QUESTION-—MAIZE AXD BRAN,
GRAIN SHED, FREMANTLE,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (for Hon. C. F.
Baxler) asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, What is the {otal amount of maize and
bran left out of the quantities purchased
by the Government to assist industries?
2, Is it a fact that a large quantity is
stored in the grain shed at Fremantle?
3, In view of the fact that in all proba-
bility we shall be compelled to store a
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large quantity of grain in this shed
through the coming year, is it not ad-
visable and in the best interests of the
State to have all produce so stored in the
grain shed removed at once and the shed
thoroughly cleansed of weevil and other
pests? 4, Will this be done immediately9
It not, why not?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Maize (whole and erushed),
1,911 tons; bran, 3,039 tons, These fig-

ures embrace stocks of these commodities
at Fremantle, Geraldton, and Northam. 2,
Yes. 4, Yes. 4, Yes.

QUESTION — EXPEDITIONARY
FOHRCES, ELECTORAL QUALI-
FICATIONS,

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Beeretary: 1, Is it a fact that
members of the Expeditionary Forees
after three months’ absence from the
State are slrucek off the electoral rolls? 2,
‘What steps do the Government propose
to take to protect the electoral rights and
privileges of members of the Expedition-
ary Forces?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Everything possible is
beine done hy the Electoral Department
lo protect the electoral privileges of mem-
bers of the Expeditionary Forces. FElec-
toral registrars have been strietly in-
strueted not to remove such names from
the roll.  Should, through insufficient par-
ticulars, the name of anv member of the
Expeditionary Forces be removed, it
would be reinstated on the roll on receipt
of proof by the Electoral Registrar or
by the Flectoral Department.

MOTION—RETIREMENT OF PUBLIC
SERVANT, TO INQUIRE.

Case of C. I'. Gale,

Debate resumed from the 17th Auvgust
on the motion by Hon., W. Kingsmili,
“That a select committee of this House
be appointed to inguire into the eircum-
stances attending the retirement of Mr.
C. F. Gale from the position of Chief
Protector of Aborigines.”

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) [4.40]: I
support the motion for several reasons,
the most important of which is that it
deals with a very vital question, namely,
the discharge of public servants whose
capabilities are unguestioned, and whose
usefulness is required by the State. The
motion deals with the discharge of one
public servant only, namely, Mr. Gale.
1f we were to go back into the history of
the discharging of publie servants, I
conld mention a good many names of
gentlemen who, in my hamble opinion,
were fit to serve the State for a much
longer time than they were permitted by
those in power. For instance, there was
Mr. Roe, who has certainly shown since
his discharge that such discharge was a
mistake, inasmuch as he bas demonstrated
that he knows more about the business
which it was his prerogative to carry out
for the State than anybody else who bas
since been appointed. By that I do not
mean anything derogatory fo the preseni
occupant of the office. This discharge of
Mr. Gale brings a very big question be-
fore the representatives of the people in
Parlinment assembled, namely, as to
whether or not politieal “pull” shall be
the means of deciding whether a man is
to stay in the position to which he has
atlained by, perhaps, 20 years of hard
work. That is what this motion means.
It is to decide whether or not this is
to continne. In my opinion this
system of discharge is a bad tling for the
State, for the people, and for the publie
servants, becaunse it will not encourage
publie servants to do ftheir best for the
State. What is going to be the effect if
this unwarranted interference with the
public service is to eontinue? We cannot
expect publie servants to take an interest
in their work if, for reasons not given,
they are to be abruptly disecharged. Mr.
Gale’s services were of sneh value to the
State and his experience was so wide
that it was certainly against the interest
of the department and of the State to
retire that gentleman. To the guestion
whether Mr. Gale was mentally or physi-
eally unfit for service, I say unhesitat-
ingly that he was not. He was a fit and
proper person to carry out the duties of
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the position he was in, dulies which re-
quire precisely a man of his ecapacity
and eapabilities and experience to carry
out successfully. 1 may go back to the
retirement of Mr. James Cowan, and ask
was he unfit for the position he held?
I say no. That man was in a position to
give good service to the State for a great
many more years, but in Mr, Roe’s case
and in Mr. Cowan’s case there was an
excuse for the Government.  They re-
tired these gentlemen hecause they had
attained the allotted age, not the age at
which it is compulsory that they should
resign, but the age at whicli the Public
Service Commissioner could tecommend
that they should retire, that was the age
of 60. Mr. Gale, however, was not G
years of age, he was 54. 1 should like to
ask the leader of the House whether Mr,
Gale was retired hecause of his age, which
was 54, or because the Public Service
Commissioner- recommended that he
shonid be retired. T will quote, directly,
from the Public Serviee Commissioner’s
report on the file to show that he did not
want Mr. Gale to be retired. Why, there-
fore, was he retired? The Public Service
Commissioner is the man who is supposed
to recommend retirements when eivil ser-
vants reach the age of GO, but this was
not a question of where a man had at-
tained the age of 60, The Public Service
Commissioner practically recommended
that this man should be kept on, and yet
he is retired. We want to know why it
is possible for these things ever to oceur.
We want to know whether a civil servant
is to be allowed to carry on the work
whieh is given to him, and given a fair
chance of continuing up to the time at
which he can claim that be has a right
to the highest possible pension he ean
get for his services. Mr. Gale was 54
years of age and put in 21 years of ser-
vice in the State.  Mr. Gale, believing
and thinking, almost in his heart know-
ing, that this position was his because he
had done nothing which would cause the
Government to retire him—except that he
got married at this particular time—
thought he had nine more vears of ser-
vice to look forward to, but instead of
that he is taken away from it and a man

367

who is not qualified to fili his place is
put mto it.  Mr, Gale’s sulary, at the
tiwe e was retired, was £528 per annum.
it G years of age, six years from now,
he would have received six years’ more
salury. That is his misfortune. My ob-
Ject m diseussing this question is to try
and point out to the Goverument that it
is only fair that they should give Mr.
Gule the advantage of the work he has
cdone for the country. Under the Buper-
annuation Aet the Governwment, I believe,
have a right to add ten years on to the
service of anybody who is discharged,
provided there 15 no reason why he should
be discharged. [ ask the leader of the
House to take that into econsideration
when Mr. (ale’s pension is being fixed.
He has a right under the Superannuation
Act, provided there is nothing against his
character, to this ten years being added
to his time of service for the purpose of
fixing his pension. 1 hope that, at least
so tar as a number of years which he was
not allowed fo serve up to the age of 60
is concerned, this will he put on to his
service so that it will affect his pension
to that amount. T think [ can go back,
except for those people who were born
in the State, in the history of Western
Anstralia to-day furtber than perhaps
anyone else here. I know that even in
1880 Mr. Gale was a pioneer in the north-
ern portions of the State. In 1880 Mr.
Gale pioneered the Gascoyne and was one
of the first squatters there.  Mr. Gale
knew more about the opening nup of that
country and the habits and customs and
temperament of the natives than almost
anyone else, He also knew how to handle
them possibly better than any other man.
It was a proper thing that he should be
in a position in which he was, and in
which he did such eredit to himself and
the State, He knew all abont the nafives
in their wild state, and therefore he was
particularly wuseful in the position of
protector of aborigines, and T think he
did his work remarkably well. Not only
has he done his work well in conpection
with that partieular department, but to
my own knowledge he has heen of great
assistanice to other departments of this
State. Jn the case of the Stock Depart-
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ment, for instance, he had heen a stock
inspector himself for some time and was
able by his adviee to give very valuable
information to the Government in econ-
nection with stoek. TUp to his retirement
I know inslances in which he had saved
the State a great amount of money, How
could a man who has no knowledge of the
North and knows nothing whatever about
the natives, and who has never in his life
lived beyond the outskirts of civilisation,
satisfactorily take up the field work
whieh has heen done by Mr. Gale?
He is not capable, I do not care
how good a man he is. I am not
saying anything against him per-
sonally. Even in this great under-
taking {hat the Government have brought
about, namely the purchase of the cattle
station at Moola-boola, he was a man
who organised the thing and bought it.
The credit of it is dne to Mr. Gale and
no one else. T am pleased to be told that
the station is a huge sneccess. The pro-
tector of aborigines ought to be a man
who understands everything about the
handling of aborigines. I do not know
whether Mr. Neville has ever seen a wild
aborviginal. I am satisfied, however, that
Mr, Gale was the right man in the right
position, When it comes to handling a
huge department, which extends from one
end of the State to the other to a man
with a knowledge of a lifetime, with the
practice of a lifetime and with the in-
formation he has gained, the Government
could not have a hetter man than Mr.
Gale. and vet for all that, without any
Teason, thev told him he must retire
and he had to retire. Jf the man
had heen ineapable, or if there had
been anvthing against his eharacter the
step that was taken need not have ocen-
sioned so much surprise, but there was
nothing sel ont against Mr. Gale as a
reason why he should be retired. Tn
handling this native question there is a
lot of things to be thought about. I ven-
fure to say that Mr. Gale was quite con-
versant with them all. He knew the
country well, and partienlarly in the far
north in which the missionary stations
are. There is the Drysdale River Sta-
tion. the Wanover Bav Station and the

[COUNCIL]

Forrest River Station. There has
been serious trouble in at least
two of tliese missions, and there have been
attacks by the natives and the people’s
lives have heen threatened. In my
humble opinion there will be lives lost at
the IPorrest River if more precautions
are not taken. How can a man who has
never been there, who knows nothing at
all about the natives or their habits, ban-
dle a position of this sort? I am not
saying anything against Mr, Neville. He
may be a heaven-born administrator for
all T know, but he does not know sufficient
about this question. We want a man with
knowledge; we had him and there was no
reason why he shonld be retired, but re-
tired he was, Again, the Government
are having a station established at Katan-
ning where they are going to keep natives
and handle them. Surely the necessity
arises for a man who knows something
ahout the position to have charge of it.
Yet we find the man who knew all aboui
it has been retired from the service with-
ot anv reason. How can Myr. Neville
know anything about the nalives proper?
How can he understand how to handle
them and, ahove all, how to edueate them?
A more diffienlt proposition still is how
will he handle the half-breed? I do not
know, and I am sure he does not know,
and vet I o think that Mr, Gale dil
know. Now about this Moola-boola Sta-
tion, it is here that Mr. Gale’s advice and
knowledge eame in. He it was who gave
such valuable adviee in regard to hand-
ling the station, the handling of the ecat-
tle, horse and store accounts. I do not
know how all these things, which were
handied so well by Mr. Gale, are being
handled now., In conneetion with this de-
partment,, there were some 51 police re-
ports which came in last year. Surely
we want a man who knows something
about the handling of these things. We
are lold that his retirement was due to
retrenchment. T think the only execnse
was that there was no further use for
the Tmigration department. That is very
sad. Are we never going to have any
more immigrants coming to Western Aus-
tralia? TIs the department to go by the
board? Are we never to have any more
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people come out to Western Australia
to open up the country and settle on the
land?® 1t is very hard indeed to keep
from saying more than one wants to say.
Independently of the field work which
Mr. Gale did and which he was capable of
doing, and which required eapable exper-
ience on the part of the man who did it,
[ want to point out the expenses of the
department of which he was in charge.
The expenditure of the department was
£32,010 2s. 8d., and it was spent in dif-
ferent style. On salaries, for instance, the
sum of £2,380 17s. 10d. was spent. [ am
taking the figures from the aborigines
repori, On the relief of wvatives, blank-
cts, elothing, provisious, ete., there was
spent £11,432.  With reference to
that, when Mr. Gale was away on
his holidays seven or eight months
ago, a very bad state of affairs
existed liere as a result of the drought,
and the natives soffered a good deal in
consequence. They had to ¢ome in in
order to get their food supplies, and Mr.
Gale set to work and brought about the
formation of committees on the goldfields
and he arranged to send up all that was
necessary to satisfy the wants of the na-
tives. ‘That must have involved a con-
siderable expenditure, although we must
not forget that under the Constitution Aet
we are bound to spend a certain sum of
moneyv on the eare of the natives. M.
Gale went away on his holidays, and
shortly afterwards the drought broke,
and when he returned there was no neees-
sity for the eonfinnation of the expendi-
ture on the provisions he had arranged to
seeure before his departure. But every-
thing had been allowed to go on
as if the same difficult conditions
had continued to exist, Of course
Mr. Gale saw that money was he-
mg unnecessarily expended, and he
stopped that at onee, and so saved the
State some thousands of pounds. Mr.
(Gale had the control of the expenditure
of over £32,000, of which amount £4,730
was in connection with loeck hospitals,
£8,070 on the Mgola Bulla station—I pre-
surne that money was speni in improve-
ments—and generally on the natives
£2219, and he discharged his duties with
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satisfaction to the State. This was to be
expected, hecause Mr, Gale knew his work
thoroughly from bheginning to end. The
position of Proteector of Aborigines re-
quires the attenlion of a man of the ex-
perience of Mr. Gale. [ do not intemt
to talk at any great length on this ques-
tion, but 1 eannot help making one ov
two guotations from the file. Mr. Gale
was not retired at the age of 54 years an
the recommendation of the Public Service
Commisstoner, 1 might be permitied 1o
read this leiter from the Honorary Min-
ister—who had charge of the department
—to the Premier, with rcference to this
question, nud the Honorary Minister, in
his leiter, quotes the notes of Mr. Jull—

I have perused the Public Service
Commissioner’s minuge in regard (o the
amalgamativn of the Aborigines and
Charities Departments, and desire tuv
comment on the following paragraphs:
Fara. 7: [T the proposed retrenchment
is on the gronnds of financial neees-
gity it becomes a question whether in-
stead ol saving £316, or may be less,
at the expense of the management, it
would not be better to restrict expendi-
ture in other directions.

And the Honorary Minister goes on (o
show that there were other means of re-
trenchment whielt might have heen of
more vse. He wrote further—

This will mean that we continue to
pay what is, in iy opinin, exeessive
salary to the Chief Protestor of Abor-
igines, and make wp the deficiency by
dedncting food or clothing supplied to
the natives. [ am opposed to such a
course heing adopted.

S0 would 1 if 1 were the Honorary Min-
ister. Then the Honorary Minister goes
on to rquote para. 9, which says—

Mr. Longmore, whilst capable of
dealing through his office with relief
to aborigines, has no knowledge what-
ever of the habits and customs or the
history of administration of native
matters: and in the case of native
troubles developing inte a public or
legal question, his opinion would earrv
no weight with the publie or in a court
of law,
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That is from the Commissioner, who did
not recommmend the retivement of Mr.
Gale. 1 will not prolong my remarks
on this question, but if any hon. members
eare io look at the file they will find
paragraph after paragraph by the Com-
nussioner which shows that the -Govern-
ment had no right to take the step they
did in regard to Mr, Gale. If this kind
uf thing is going to continue, I want to
warn the Government that Nemesis will
overtake them. In the future they must
cerfainly exercise more care in dealing
with capable and unseful officers. If for
political reasons they continue this poliey
of theirs of discharging servants who have
carried out their duties satisfactorily from
every point of view, then it will be a
had state of affairs for everyone in the
State.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.50]: May 1 express my
thanks to the hon, members who have
spoken, for the kindly words they have
umiteved with regard to myself, and also
for the kind welecome which has been
accorded me from all quarters. 1 would
also Iike to pay my tribute of respect to
the memorv of my predecessor, the late
Hon. D. G. Gawler. In supporting the
motion moved hy Mr. Kingsmill, I desire
to discuss the question from twa points
of view. The first is, how does it affect
the aborigines? I am not one of those
who. becanse the Chief Protector of
Aborigines controls a department that
only spends £30.000 annually, consider
that the office is an unimportant one. We
owe a duty to the aborigines whom we
have dispossessed. The aborigines in the
long run are bound to disappear before
the advance of the white man, who car-
ries with him the two deadly weapons,
aleohol and disease. But it is our duty
to see that the welfare of the aborigines
is promoted, that their lot is ameliorated,
and if they are doomed to extinetion—
as I think they are—then the process
should be one of euthanasia. There are,
T think. three characteristics which the
Protector of Aborigines should possess—
the first is that he shonld have sympathy
with the natives, the second, he should

[COUNCIL.]

undersland . their habits, customs, and
chavacter, apd the third tha{ he should
be a man of firmness and strength of
will, in order that, if necessary, he may
protect his charges and see that their in-
terests are not neglected. 1 am only
slightly acquainted with Mr. Gale, but I
believe he did possess these character-
istics to an eminent degree. 'I'he Chief
Protector of Aborigines should not be an
office man, he should not be tied to an
office stool, hut he shounld pay periodical
visits to various parts of this vast Siate
in order that be wmight see for himself the
condifions under which the aborigines
are living, and the treafwent which is
heing meted out to them. Iow does this
r1etirement affect the eivil serviece? There
can be no doubt that, if the eivil servants
ean see no adequate reason for arbitrary
rvetirements of this deseription, consider-
able diseontent and a feeling of. insecurity
must follow. In some of the retircments
which have been wade the eivil servants
may possibly think they see political
motives. So far as this particular re-
firement is concerned, 1 do not suggest
that there are any political motives. T
do not know what the political opinions
of Mr. Gale are, and I trust that they
are of no eoncern whatever to the Hon-
orary Minister, but in some of the re-
tirements which have been made, the eivil
servants thowght that they could see
political motives. T wonld like to illus-
trate that point by mentioning a litile in-
cident which happened to me during the
course of my election. Some years ago
in my professional capaeity, I was able
to render cousiderable service to a baby,
and the parents of that haby were ex-
tremely grateful. When I started my
political campaign, the mother of the
haby eame to my house and showed me
a cirenlar which she had got from a rival
candidate. asking her to go on his com-
mittee. She said to me that she would
not dream of doing that, but if T would
not think it presumption on her part,
she would he glad to canvass for me in
her neighbonrhood. T told her that I
wished more people would be guilty of
snch presumption, and I added that I
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could stand many such insults. She went
away pledged to do what she eounld, but
on the following morning she came back
to my house looking rather distressed,
and she informed me that while her bns-
band, who is a e¢ivil servant, was going
to vote for me, she had told him ahout
her offer to canvass for me, and his reply
to her was, “You can do it, but if it 1s
known in the office in which I oceupy a
subordinate position, that you are can-
vassing for a Liberal candidate, I shall
get a black mark.” T hope and trust
that his fears were entirely groundless.
I do not think any Government would
condescend to put a black mark against
a man for snch a reason, but I just men-
tion this to show that a feeling such as
that te whieh T have referred does pre-
vail in the service. dr. Connor has
quoted from the file, and he read to the
House a memorandum which Mr. Jull
wrote, in which it was snggested that Mr,
Longmore should take over the duties of
Chief Protector of Aborigines. This is
what he wrote—

Mr, Longmore, whilst capable of
dealing through his office with reliet to
the aborigines, has no knowledge what-
cver of the habits and customs or the
history of administration of mative
matiers. B

He goes on to say further—

T'nder these cireumstancez it seems
to me that we should be discounting the
whole sifuation if we retired a man who
15 acquainted with the aborigines ques-
tion for the sake of saving £316 per
annam (possibly less) out of a tfotal
expendilure of over £30.000, and place
the department under a man who knows
nothing of it and has no time nor op-
portunity to acquire knowledge.

Must we not be surprised to find in the
next reference on the file that Mr, Jull
recommended the retirement? The re-
marks T propose to make have no refer-
ence to Mr. Jull personally, but to the
funections of the Public Service Com-
missioner. I do mnot think that the
Commissioner eould have acted in
any other way than he did. There
is, T believe, a very erroneous im-
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pression that the office of the Publig
Service Commissioner is to act as a buffer
between the Minister and the ecivil ser-
vant. That impression widely prevails,
but it is entirely erronecus. The office
of Public Service Commissioner is not
a buffer between the Mijnister and the
public servant. 1 should rather say it
is clay in Lhe bands of the potter, and
we have no need to ask, with old Omar,
which is the potter and which the clay.
In deseribing it as c¢lay, 1 have perhaps
nsed a word which expresses tuo great firm-
ess. I think, perhaps. it would be better
to represent it by the word plasticioe,
that material which the child uses over
and over again to mould its lay fizures
and then picks up. rolls in its hands and
throws on the floor—a shapeless mass. [
am not speakiog of the man, but of the
office. On referring to the Aet it will
be fonnd that the powers whieh people
think ave eonferred on the Cunimissioner
do not really helong to him. On looking
throngh the file perhaps the most inler-
esting part of it is cocilained in the
pencil marks in the margin. Hon. mem-
bers will nolice when Ar. Jull points
ont that under an agreement with the
Tmperial authorities it is the duty of this
State to spend £10.000 on the ahorigines.
the Premier charactleristically commments,
“Tron’t worry!” T think 1 almost hear
the voice at Fremantle, “Defieit a million;
don’t worry! Make it two millions; no
one will be a penny the worse; don't
worry!”  To me it suggested the story
of a commercial traveller in one of our
countrv towns. He was staying at the
hotel and hig slumbers were disturbed by
a man who ceaselessly paced the room
above him.  The traveller, nunable to sleep.
finally went up to the room, knocked at
the deor, and when he went in he saw
a man pacing restlessly up and down.
He said—"“Why don’t vou go to bed and
sleep and let other people sleep¥’ The
unfortunate man replied—*“I cannot: T
owe a thousand pounds, and to-morrow
I have to meet that sum, and T cannot
do it”" The traveller. who was a very
worldly-wise man, said—"Haven't w~ou
oot a thousand pounds? and the man
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replied—"1 haven’t gol a thousand shil-
lings.” The traveller asked—*“Have youn
tried your friends?’ and the reply was—
“Yes, I have, but they will lend me no-
thing. T have come to the end of my
borrowing.”  “Then,” said the ecommer-
cial traveller, “that being the case, if I
were you T would go to sleep and let
the other fellow do the worrying.” That
seelns to me to be the meaning of this
comment—"Don’l worry " Now we come
tu some of the comments by the Honorary
Minister, who contends that this skipper
possesses a pilot’s exemption certificate.
T would like to know what he means.
Doe< he mean that he intends to adminis-
ter ibe department according to his own
sweet will without regard to right or
equity ?

Hon., C. F. Baxter: He is doing it.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Then that is
what he means. One searches the file to
find out what wmotive there is underlying
this  vetirement. The only one which
appears on the surface is the problem-
atical saving of £316, but that is too thin.
What becomes of that saving of £316 it
Mr. Neville - applies to be put on the
salary which has been allotted to this
office by the Appeal Board? The salary
which is allotted is £504 to £636 or there-
abouts.  What happens to the classifi-
cation of the Appeal Board? Can the
Henorary Minister override the classifi-
cations of the Appeal Board? Can he
overcome an axiom of Euelid that the
greater includes the less?

Hon. W, Kingsmill: He can do any-
thing like that easily; vou do not know
him.

Hon, A, J. H. SAW: I am quite young
in polities and do not know these things.
I am asking for information.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenocom: Q.E.D.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Supposing Mr.
Neville applied to be put on to this sal-
ary, would he be victimised by the Hon-
orary Minister or retired? Take an-
other point: Is there any real economy
in pensioning off an officer and paying
him a pension of £220 per annum? The
expectaiion of life of a man of Mr. Gale’s
age 1= 18 vears, and we are to pay him

[COUNCIL.]

£220 times 18, or roughly, £4,000. Is
there any real economy in paying a man
£4,000 to do nothing, rather than pay
him £520 or thereabouts as salary to
perform the duties of the office which
he is s0 competent to do? Is this a cap-
rice, a mere whim on the part of the
Honorary Minister? T have two sugges-
tions to make to find out the motive.
The first is that I believe the Honorary
Minister is wishing to achieve the im-
possible. He wants to square the eir-
cle, or in other words, to show how easy
it is to put a square man into a round
hole, becanse I fanecy that is what he
has succeeded in doing. If this is not
correct, perhaps there is another reason.
We all know that when the Kaiser came
to the throne he signallised his advent
to power by dismissing Prince Bismarek,
thus dropping -the pilot, In a similar
way the Honorary Minisier is signallis-
ing his authority by claiming thai he
holds a pilot’s exemption certificate and
he proceeds forthwith to drop the pilot.
Then, again, under what seclion of the
Public Serviee Aet has -this refirement
been made? It has nothing to do with
Mr., Gale having arrived at the age at
which a eivil servant may be reiired, nor
is he an officer in excess in his depart-
ment, nor has his office been done away
with. If any office has been done away
with, I presume it is the immigration
office, which iz practieally defunct.
What will be the position after this war?
We all hope that, when the war is over,
there will be a stream of immigration
into Australia to fill up our vast, empty
spaces. Any thoughtful man must re-
alise the perils of the next 50 years for
Austiralia, and how necessary it is that
we should take steps towards filling up
our waste spaces and increasing our pop-
ulation. We hope that, after the war is
over, there may be some scheme of im-
migration which will attain that end,
and if immigraiion is revived what is to
be the position of Mr. Neville? Is he
still to earry on in the dual eapacity of
immigration officer and Chief Protector
of Aborigines? The two, to my mind,
are incongruous. Why combine these two
offices? What was the underlying mean-
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ing with the Honorary Minister? Was
he intending to draw a distinetion be-
tween the white and black Australia, or
was he indulging in a little gentle satire?
We know the immigrant comes here
flushed with hope. He imagines he is
the possessor of vast herds or that he
already owns thousands of acres of land
gleaming with golden grain, or pos-
sibly he looks to the countless wealth
o be dug out of the earth—he is
full of hope: the future is for
him. But what of the aborigine? To
him there is nothing bnt the memory
of tribal fights or possibly some achieve-
meut of one of his ancestors, and be-
voud that the only recollection of his is
of some feast which he has shared with
his gins, perhaps of the delicacies of the
chase, perhaps, as the hon. Mr. Connor
might think, of a feast derived from
some slanglitered cattle belonging to the
squatter—what the aborigine might ecall
& most almighty blow-oui.  For him
there is only the tradition of the past.
There is no hope in the future—only
the prospect of the gradual decay and
extinetion of his race.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew——Central) [5.26]: The at-
titude of some of the hon. members of
this House ir connection with public
questions is at times very bewildering;
it appears to be guided wy no fixed prin-
ciples. Seldom a session passes without
some exhibition of inconsisfency in this
Chamber. During the last three years
the Government have endeavoured to
secure additional taxation, and the
greatest objection was shown to their
vroposals by members of this House.
When we have said we wanted more re-
venue to reduce the deficit, which is in-
creasing in great volume, hon. members
of this House have refnsed to grant us
additional taxation. What have they
told us? They have told us to econo-
mise, to cease extravagant expenditure,
and {o endeavour to balance our income
with our expenditure. And directly we
attempt to do this, the fat is in the fire.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Is this economy?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Sel-
ect committees are asked for, and one
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who bad no experience in this Chamber
would come to the conclusion that the
Government had committed some erime.
Hon, W. Kingsmill: So they have.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
House bas told the Government to econo
miise and, when we start to do so, we are
subjected to the most strenuous ecrifi-
eism, and no one has more strongly criti-

cised the Government in this respect
than Mr. Kingsmill,
Hon, W, Kingsmill; Hear, hear,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
any has done so, then it is the hon. Mr.
Connor.

Hon. F. Connor:
word.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
saving of Mr. Gale’s salary is not the
only saving that will be effeeted under
this retrenchment scheme,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: But it is not a sav-
ing.

The COLONIAL SKCRETARY: Tt is
only a small part of the scheme of econ-
omy. The Honorary Minister, Mr, Un-
derwood, is al present doing much of the
work which was formerly done by Mr.
Gale. .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was never expected when Mr. Neville was
appointed thal he eould do all this work,
or that le had the necessary qualifica-
tions. Mr. Underwood has a very
tharough knowledge of the requirements
of the aborigines, gained afier a long ’
period of residence in the North-West,
and lie expects, by reason of the fact that
he will have a fair amount of leisure, to
save thousands of pounds io the depari-
ment.  However, T shall refer to this
aspect of the question later on. Mr. Gale
will receive a pension certainly, and what
hon, members say is a somewhat large
pension, but he would receive that in any
case after the expiration of, say, six
years, when he renched the age of 60. and
probably would be retired. If he is now
retired in aecordance with the scheme of
retrenchment, the pension will be smaller
than it would Dbe if his retirement took
place six vears hence. It has been said
by Mr. Kingsmill, and also I think by
Dr. Saw. that Mr. Neville ean elaim Mr.

T have never said a
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(iale’s salary. He certainly could if he
were now doing the work which Mr, Gale
has done in the past. But Mr. Neville
will not be expected to give expert advice
in econnection with the native queslion.
It sueh adviee is required, it can be
secured in a similar manner to thal in
which legal advice is obtained when re-
¢quired by the various departments. Any
department requiring legal advice must
consult the (‘rown Law Department;
there is not a solicitor employed in every
department, Tt follows, in lhe case of
the Ahorigines Department, that if they
require assistance in the form of advice
they will consult some other branch of
the public service, such as the Police De-
pariment, which will be well fitted to give
the necessary counsel. Mr. Kingsmill
stated that Mr. Neville was receiving £312
for his services as Chief Protector of
Alorigines. That is not a fact. Mr,
Neville will conlinne to have a consider-
able amount of work to do in connection
with the lmmigration QOffice. which has

not been dishanded. as stated hy Mr,
Kingsmill.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: As stated hy Mr.
Tnderwood,

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: The
Immigration Office is not being dis-
banded. Tt 1s still in existence, Tn the

eomrse of his speech Mr. Kingsmill gave
Mr. Gale eredit for many reforms effected
in the Ahorigines Department. He told
us that Mr, ftale had ended a svstem
which facilitated the conwvietion of abo-
riginal offenders; also that through Mr.
Gale’s genius the gaols were emptied. In
addition te that, Mr. Kingsmill stated
that on Mr. Gale’s initiative a caltle sta-
tion was purchased by the previous Gov-
ernment. The hon. member said that this
station had a double signifieanee, in that
it reduced ihe cost of keeping deecrepit
natives and also redured the gaols ex-
penditure.  Further, he said that Mr.
Gale was responsible for the establish-
ment of lock hospitals. All the credit for
these varions measnres is given by Mr.
Kingsmill to Mr. Gale. But there is
another claimant to the eredit for these
feats of administration. What abont the
Hon. J. D. Connolly, M.I.A. late Col-
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onial Secretary? Mr. Kingsmill must be
aware that Mr, Connolly in this House
claimed the full credit for all these re-
forms and improvemenls in connection
with the Aborigines Departrent. On the
10th July, 1912, in this Chamber Mr.
Connoelly stated—

For a number of years the adwminis.
tration in the Police and Gaols Depart-
ment in the North-West of this State
had ¢ost encrmous sums of money,
principally throngh the aborigines.
There was a system in force which
allowed the police to supply indigent
natives, and also prisoners, and charge
the department for them. That system
T pul an end to. 1 also came fo the
conelnsion that it was a farce to Im-
prison these natives for spearing cattle.
Instead of that T projosed, and it was
endorsed by the Government, to buy a
stalion, not for the purpose of trading,
hut for the purpose of feeding the aba-
rigines: instead of buving one beast at
a time we purchased the station. . . We
purehased the station for (he dual pur-
pose of feeding them and for the bet-
terment of 1he ahorigines. After sev-
eral wears’ experience T became c¢on-
vineed that erowding the gaols in the
North-West was not redueing erime in
the wayv of caltle spearing on the part
of the nafives one iota, and T put a
stop to (he wholesale imprisonment of
natives. Tl ocenrred to me that if they
were given their own home, allowed
plenty of meat, allowed lo come and go
when thev liked, they would not then
spear the caflle belonging to owners up
there, Tt had this vesult, that it re-
duced the gaols vote—T am speaking
from memorv—by about £4,000 a year.

Mr. Kingsmill says the reduction is ahout
£8.000 s vear. These are the words of
Mr, Cannolly. He takes fnll eredit for
all these reforms.

Hon. F. Conmor:
Mr. Gale.

The COLONIAL SEMRETARY: T
am saying that there is another claimant
in respect of those wanderful feats attri-
buted by Mr. Kingsmill to the late Chief
Protector of Aborigines.  Again., with
regard to lock hospitals. Mr. Connolly

He did not retire
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tuok credil, some weeks later, for the es-
tablishment of those hospitals also, Then,
Mr. Kingsmill referred to the weight of
responsibility that Mr. Gale bad to earry;
and in support of that contention the
hon. member quoted the expenditure of
the Aborigines Department, £30,000 a
year. Against this T may point out that
the Superintendent of Publie Charities
expends no less than £30,000 per annom,
fo a large extent under his personal sop-
ervision; and that officer receives a mueh
smaller salary than that whieh was paid
to Mr. Gale. With regard to the mus-
tering of nativés for lock hospitals, the
police are doing that work now, and have
been doing it for some considerable time
past. The Aborigines Department is en-
tirely relieved of the responsibility of the
collection of natives for transmission Lo
the lock hospitals, The cattie station 1s
in very competent hands—those of the
manager, Mr, Halyv—and it wounid be im-
possible either for Mr. Gale, or for any-
one else in Perth, to manage that station
from his office chair. Mr. Kingsmill
stated that he was unable fo follow Mr.
Jull’s trend of thought in pointing out
some possible disadvantages in retiring
Mr. Gale, and then recommending his re-
tirement. The explanation is that the
matter developed into one of poliey and
economy. -The Government decided to do
without the services of a permanently
employed native adviser, and either Mr.
Gale or Mr. Neville had to go—one or
the other. After the matter had been
given full consideration it was thought
better to retain the services of Mr. Ne-
ville, Surely this House does not wish
to place any obstaele in the way
of the Government in  bringing
abont the amalgamation of depart-
ments. If Parliament intervened in
a matter of that kind, there would
be a verv unhappy time indeed for
any (Government in power desirous of
alming at economy in the administration
of the public servies.

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
an nnhappy time.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Neville, we are told, has taken to the Abo-
rizines Department some of his elerks.

You have made
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The fact is that he took two only—Mr.
Long, temporarily to relieve Mr. Stevens,
who was absent from Perth on leave, and
a female typist to assist temperarily. The
House has been informed, further, that
Mr. Gale had no opportunity of defend-
ing himself; that he sought an interview
with Mr. Underwood, and that Mr. Un-
derwoud said he had no time to see Mr,
Gale, I am assnred by Mr. Underwood
that that is nol correct; that he did
grant an interview to Mr. Gale.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The seleet eom-
mittee will find that out.

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY :
Again, Mr. Kingsmill stated that Mr.
Gale was removed by the Honorary Min-
ister, Mr. Underwood, who had not goue
before his copstituents; but it must be
remembered thal the Honorary Minister’s
recommendation was endorsed by Cab-
inet. During the last general election,
and all throush Jast session, the cry of
the Opposition was for economy; and, as
I have already indicated, as soon as the
Government aftempt to economise, every
possible objection is raised. The position
is this: if the Government cannof re-
arrange positions and retire unneecessary
officers, then Ministers had better hand
the whole business over to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner and vevert to the
rubher-stamp era of administration. The
importanee of ihe position of Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines has been exaggerated
all over Australia. The practice has
been to fill the position with some officer
wha was paid a high salary with a
view to impressing Exeter Hall. Mr.
Gale was 22 yemrs in the service,
and during the greater portion of
the time he was in no fixed position.
He had no public service training when
he entered the service rather late in life,
whereas Mr. Neville is a highly trained
officer, eapable of satisfactorily filling,
after a time, almost any position other
than a professional one. Tt is admitfed
that Mr. Neville has no first-hand know-
ledge of aborigines, but he has the advice
of police officers and magistrates in the
back eountry, with whom he will be in
constant touch; and fhere is no doubt
at all that he will be able to administer
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this important department successfully.

Reeently Mr. Tindale, the engineer
for the North-West, was appointed
advisory offieer to various depart-
ments ; and his advice has already
resulted in many economies through-
out  the various departments, as

well as in the Aborigines Department.
The Aborigines Aet was passed many
vears before Mr. Giale was appointed
chief protector; and it will be remem-
hered that My, Prinsep. dir. Gale’s pre-
decessor, who was appointed by a Liberal
Government, had no previous training
whatever in the matter of dealing with
ahorigines.  Certainlv. Mr. Prinsep had
no greater knowledee of ahorigines mat-
ters than Mr, Neville has,

Hon. F. Connor: Of course he had.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
Under Mr. Gale’s adminisiration the ex-
penditure had been ever increasing, and
the Honorarv Minister, with more leisure
than the Minister. conceived that he
could reduce that expenditure to a
very considerable extent. The lock
hospitals, in Mr. Underwood’s opinion,
are situated in the most expensive
positions it was possible to select:
and this is a matter in which
Mr. Underwood has taken consider-
able interest for many vears past, as
Hansard will show. Mr. Underwood in-
forms me that he was one of the first to
advoeate the esiablishment of lock hos-
pitals in the North-West, before the

previous Government had made a
move in that direction; and hon,
members  will  recognise that Mr.

TInderwood knows a great deal abont
the question of dealing with aborigines.
Moola Boola station is situated 230
miles from the port, which is 100
miles too far back. As a result of thaf,
a further feeding station had te be estab-
lished at a depot known as Violet Valley,
A much more suilable station than Moola
Boola could have been seeured, if ex-
perience had been bronght to bear npon
the matter. T have already stated that
Mr. Gale had nothing to do with collect-
ing diseased natives. That work was done
entirely by the police, and it is now heing
done by them. Reference has heen made

tion Office.
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to *the elosing of the Tmmigration Office.”
I bhave informed the House that there is
no intention of abolishing the [mmigra-
Nominated immigranis are
still coming to the State, and we are still
accepting nominations for wives and
families of men already here who have
come from the Old Country. With re-
gard to the economies effected in the
Aborigines Department during Mr.
T'nderwood’s term of office last vear, the
expenditure was reduced by £5,000
through t¢he Honorary Minister’s inter-
ventions and a very substantial reduection
is estimated this year. At the same lime
the natives are being treated as well as
ever. The rednction has heen brought
ahout by {he eclimination of waste. T
cannat see what objeet will bhe attained
by the appointment of this select com-
mittee. Mr. Kingsmill says there was
no motive for the retirement of Mr.
Gale.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: | sav that T ean-
not find it

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: What
Alr. Kingsmill means no doubt is that
there 1s no malicions molive, but there
was a motive, and that motive was
economy; there was no other motive, Mr.
Kingsmill is asking for the appointment
of a select committee. but he has already
shown, by the matter and manner of his
speech, that he is prejudiced. and T am
certain it will take a great deal of evi-
dence indeed fo shake his eonvictions.
All T can do is to protest against the
motion, as fending to hamper the Gov-
ernment in themr endeavour to improve
the financial positien,

Hon. W. KINGSMILI, (Metropolitan
~in reply} [547]: Tf no other member
wishes to speak, T have one or two words
to say in teplv to the remarks of the
leader of the House, though those re-
marks will be very few. T wondered how
the leader of the House could keep his
countenance when giving us some of the
reasons which he did for opposing this
motton. There is one thing I did admire
ahont his speech, and that was the in-
gennity with which he dealt with the
position and sacrificed the claims of Mr.
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Gale to those of Mr. Connolly. I say
that if Mr. Gale received one-half
of the credit for the improvements made,
even then the saving effected of £4,000
a year is one for which a eivil servant
deserves a better fate than summary re-
tirement. In regard to the alleged econo-
mies, 1 shall never be one to stand in
the way of economies. But let us see
some legitimate economies being effected
in thousands, instead of in hundreds. Let
the (iovernment shut down some of the
wasieful and foolish expenditure which
they are making in regurd to State enter-
prises.  Once the Government try to
economise on a decent scale and in a
proper manner, they will then have no
stronger supporters than the members of
this House. Bul this is foolish, petti-
fogeing work on the part of the Govern-
ment. It is more like, as | have said,
the wanton and destructive act of a spoilt
child, and they style these things econo-
mjes: 1 have no words whatever to de-
seribe them. [f there was any reason
wanting for this inquiry, then it is found
in the econfession which the Colenial
Secretary made that the Honorary Min-
ister proposes to conduct the aborigines
part of the department himself, But
when this eountrv is not in the happy
position of bhaving the services of the
Honorary Minister, what is fo be done?
The only thing that will remain for any
Clovernment coming into power would be
1o retain the services of Mr. Underwood
as adviser. T know just how much My,
T'nderwnod knows abont the aborigines.
Will any  incoming (Glovernment re-
tain  Mr. TUnderwood as a sort of
expert on the abhorigines question? The
most  sensible thing any Gavernment
coming intn power could do would be to
reinstate Mr. Gale in the position from
which he should not have been vetired. T
am sorry the Colonial Seeretary should
have made use of the langhable reason
of economy, the saving of £200 and the
sacrifice of the experience of the lifetime
of a civil servant. The two things do not
halance, and the hon. member knows it.
He knows that an injustice has been done
to the State, to the eivil serviee and to
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Mr. Gale. 1 do not know why Mr. Jull
did not, as be might have done, refuse
to sign the Exeentive Counecil minute
authorising the retirement of Mr. Gale.
The Colonial Secretary says [ am pre-
judiced, I admit that T am prejudieed,
and members will remember this, that
when speaking 1 said that owing to the
possible prejudices that T might have I
was not going to act as a memher of the
seleet committee.

Question put and passed,

On motion by Hon. W. KINGSMILL
the following memhers were appointed
a select commitiee:—Hon, .J. Cornell,
Hon. J. Duffell, Hon, J, J, Holmes; with
powers to call for persons and papers
and to report on the 8th September.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1. Land and Income Tax.

2. Enemy Contracts Annunlment.

3. Brend Act Amendment.

Received from the Legislative Assembly.

RESOLUTION—MONEY BILLS PRO-
CEDURE, JOINT STANDING
ORDERS, TO INQUIRE.

A Message was reccived from the
Legislative Assembly asking the Council
to appoint a select committee to act with
a committee appointed by the Assembly
to consider Joint Standing Orders re-
lating to money Bills.

On motion hy the Colonial Secretary
the Message was taken into consideration
forthwith.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [5511: I move—
That this House agrees lo the reso-
lution of the Legislative Assembly set
out in their Message No. 4, and ap-
points the Honourables F. Connor, H.
P. Colebateh, J. Cornell, 4. G. Jenkins,
and W. Kingsmill to act jointly with
the select committee of the Legislative
Assembly, and that the first meeting of
the committee be held in the commiliee
room of the Legislative Council on
Tuesday. 31st August, at 11 o’cleck a.m.
Gnestion put and passed
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MOTION — STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS, TQO INQUIRE.

Order of the Day read for resumption
of the debate on motion by Hon. C, F.
Baxter that a select commiftee be ap-
pointed to inquire into the management,
past and present, of the State Implement
Works.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[5.58]: 1 move—
That the Order of the Day be post-
poned for a week.

[ may be allowed a word of personal ex-
planation. I take this course because T
do not know what attitude I propose (o
adopt uniil, firstly 1 know the personnel
of the Royal Commission to be ap-
pointed, and what instruetions are given
to that Commission in regard to the in-
quiries they have to prosecute. If the
Cominission is only to inquire into the re-
tirement of Mr. Davies, then the select
committee, 1 think, should proceed, but
if it is to inquire into the initiation and
running of the present state of the imple-
ment works, then there will be no need
for the select ecommittee. When I am
informed on these points I know what
action I shall take. Until sueh time I do
not feel able to debate the question,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.59]:
I second the motion.

Motion passed, the Order of the Day
postponed.

BILL, — FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [6.0] in moving
the second reading said: This 15 a Bill
to authomse an increase of the capital
of the Tremantle tramways and electrie
lighting scheme. The amount authorised
under the original Bill was £100,000.
Later an amending Bill was introduced
which increased the amount of authorisa-
tion to £150,000, and now, at the re-
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quest of the Fremantle municipality, we
are asking the House to agree to a fur-
ther anthorisation of £50,000, making a
total of £200,000. The Fremantle tram-
ways and electric lighting scheme has
proved to be a splendid proposition, It
has paid interest at the rate of 435 per
cent., and sinking fund at from 414 to
5 per cent, Moreover, no burden has
ever fallen on the taxpayers in connection
with this undertaking. This year there
will be a profit of £2,000 on the opera-
tions of the concern. The municipality
wishes to extend ihe plant, and it cannot
possibly do so without a further author-
isation. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [62]: I
have pleasnre in snpporting the second
reading. The Bill is essential in the in-
terests of Fremantle, becanse further bor-
rowing powers are required. As the Col-
ovial Secretary stated, the original Bill
empowered ns to borrow in Fremantle
£100,000. From the ineeption, we have
operated the scheme at a profit to the
municipality. No rate has been struck
in order to make good any interest or
sinking fund in connection with this en-
terprise. During its ten years' opera-
tions it has produced a surplus of
£110,000 over and above operating ex-
penses, During that time we have paid
£52,000 in interest, and £358,000 in de-
preciation, sinking fund, and money
handed to the council. During this year’s
operations, ending 31st August, we have
produced a surplus of £17,600. Of that
amount, £6,500 is to pay interest, £2,850
to pay sinking fund, and £5,241 for de-
preciation, leaving a surplus of £2,600
over and above all standing charges., We
return a surplus of 1214 per cent. on the
yenr's operations. Therefore, T think the
House need have no fear in granting Lo
the munieipality the additional borrowing
powers required. Those powers are neces-
sary to the full suecess of the scheme. T
have pleasure in supporting the second
realing, -

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
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In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.

Legislative Elsscmbly,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Regu-
tations under the Mines Regulation Act,
1906—Amendment of General Rule 19.

By Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Return showing number of
members in each industrial union, regis-
tered under the Industrial Arbitration
Act, 1912, as on 31st December, 1915,

By the Minister for Works: 1, Trad-
ing account, profit and loss aceount, and
halance sheet of the Boya Quarry, as at
30th June, 1915, together with Auditor
General’s repori. 2, Aundit of accovnts
of Perth City Markets.
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QUESTION-—FREEZING WORKS,
WYNDHAM.

Hon. ). MITCHELL asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Does any agreement exist now
between Nevanas or Nevanas & Co. and
the Government? 2, If so, what is the
nature of such agreement?

The PREMIER replied: 1,
Answered by No. 1.

Hen, J. Mitchell:
finaneial agreement?

No. 2,

What about the

QUERTION — DISLOYAL UTTER-
- ANCES,

Me, SMITH asked the Pretnier: 1,
Have the police made any veport con-
cerning the disloyal utterances of a man
named Reeves in Kalgoorlie which were
antagonistic to recruiting, 2, What was
the reportY 3. What action has been

taken?
The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3.
Yes; but it was considered undesirable

for several reasons to take nction in this
particular instance. I think the hon.
member will agree it is undesirable that
I should mention the nature of the re-
port. He ean see the file, if necessary.

QUESTION—STATE HOTEL, GWA-
LIA, BEER STRIKE.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Attoraey
General: 1, Is it o fact that the beer
strike at the Gwalia State Hotel has
been declared off? 2, Has the strike
been settled conditionally on the pro-
mise of the Government to—{a) redunce
the price of beer; (b) supply a superior
quality of beer at ihe redueed price; (e)
reinstate a dismissed barman; (d) dis-
miss or remose the manager? 3, Is it
also a fact that the Government, or the
head of the department, had stated dur-
ing the strike that the barman conld not
be reinstated on any condition? 4, Was
the late manager of the Gwalia State
Hotel transferred from the Wongan
Hills State Hotel to Gwalia? 3, Is he
still in the Government service? 6, If so,
where?



